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10th Grade World Literature
Course Syllabus 2011-2012

Mrs. van der Kwast 

lvanderkwast@methacton.org
Goals: Tenth Grade World Literature will allow students to explore texts from various cultures around the world through reading and analysis, writing, research and speaking skills. There will be an emphasis on grammar, conventions, and vocabulary. 
Objectives:

1. Students will be able to read, analyze, and interpret literature from various cultures to promote reading comprehension and understanding of the world (both past and present).

2. Students will have opportunities to interpret texts and present elements of literature in written pieces and oral presentations.

3. Students will be able to expand their knowledge of vocabulary to promote reading comprehension and strengthen writing and speaking skills.

4. Students will be able to identify and apply proper grammar and conventions to written pieces and oral presentations.

5. Students will be able to organize their ideas into oral presentations with a focus on message and audience.

6. Students will be able to use MLA format and the research process.


Curriculum:


   

Writer’s Notebook

Course Requirements:

1. Course requirements include a research project, three speeches, and comprehensive mid-term and final exams. English 10 is required for graduation.

2. You will be assessed through quizzes, tests, in-class reading and writing assignments, various projects and assessments at the teacher’s discretion. 

3. Maintaining a class notebook is expected. Students should keep all notes, handouts, and assignments. A three-ring binder would be suggested, but it is up to the student to be organized and prepared for a notebook check. Be prepared for class with required materials: textbook (covered), notebook, highlighter, pen/pencil, and index cards.
4. A separate writer’s notebook is required and expected to maintain throughout the course. You are required to participate in writing, and these entries will be used for the publication of your writing portfolio.
5. You must be respectful of school property. Your textbook must be covered all year. Keep your name posted on the front cover. If it becomes damaged or lost, you will have to pay the price of the book.

6. Consequences for undesirable behavior such as excessive lateness, rudeness, side discussions, foul language, writing on desks, doing other homework during English class, and/or cheating/plagiarism will result in detention, disciplinary referral, detention, and/or parental contact.

7. Plagiarism is a serious offense and will be handled according to the Methacton School District Student Handbook. 

8. Please, be respectful to the members of the classroom by being polite and courteous to those around you. Do not speak while someone else is speaking.
9. Because scheduling three required speeches for each person in the class is difficult, you MUST be prepared and give your speech at the designated time.  Failure to do the speech on the assigned time will result in a drop of 10 percent each day it is late.  BE PREPARED.
Course Grades:

1. It is important that students attend class and arrive to class on time.  
2. NO partial credit will be given for incomplete or late homework and will be strictly enforced throughout the year!

3. In the case of an excused absence, all work missed must be turned in within two days of the absence, or it will not be accepted. Work missed due to unexcused absences may not be made up for credit. Check my teacher website. 
4. If you know you will be absent ahead of time (extra-curricular activities, music, vacation, etc.), it is your responsibility to attain all work prior to absence and complete it upon your return. Check my website for missed work and notes. 
5. All assignments must be completed prior to the beginning of class. Homework will NOT be accepted after it is checked/ collected that period.

6. Major assignments such as essays and projects that are one day late will be accepted with a grade no higher than a “C.” Major assignments will not be accepted if they are more than one day late.  If an incomplete (“I”) is attained, the student must make up the incomplete in order to gain credit for the class and pass for the year.

7. Writing will be assigned on a regular basis. All final copies must be typed double spaced in Times New Roman, 12 pt. font or written in blue/black ink using every other line of white composition paper.  A four-line heading must appear in the upper left corner (MLA format) and must include: student’s full name, teacher’s name, subject and mod number, and the date. Writings not submitted will result in an incomplete for the marking period.

8. Grades will be computed based on the percentage of points earned compared to the total points available. 
FAILURE TO COMPLETE MAJOR REQUIREMENTS OF THE COURSE, MID-TERM, OR FINAL EXAMS WILL RESLUT IN INCOMPLETES AND POSSIBLE FAILURE FOR THE YEAR.
After you have read the above course syllabus, please sign and return the bottom portion of this document. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at lvanderkwast@methacton.org
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10th Grade World Literature

I, _____________________, have read the above syllabus, and I understand the course goals and objectives. I also understand my responsibilities as a student in English 10 World Literature, and failure to meet these requirements will have consequences. 

Student Signature ________________________________________________________Date

Parent Signature _________________________________________________________Date

Oral Presentations:


Introduction Speech


Persuasive Speech


Informative/Visual Aide








Writing:


Vocabulary Sentences


Paragraph


Essay


Research 


Performance Tasks


Fable


Poetry











Required Textbooks (Provided):


World Tapestries selections       


World Masterpiece selections	


Novel Forgotten Fire 








Literature:


Supplemental Reading provided by teacher








Grading:


Must submit at least one entry for publication within the school year publication (list will be provided)


Must revise, edit, and “re-write” three entries every marking period turned in at your discretion 


Must create an end of the year writing portfolio of your journey through the writing process (not just the best pieces)


Participation and effort by random writer’s notebook checks











Role/Responsibility:


Put forth your best effort


Everyone must participate


Always put the date in the upper left hand corner


Title every entry


Be open minded and respectful when sharing and responding


Must be school APPROPRIATE! 


Not every entry will be published!


You are responsible to BRING it EVERYDAY


Must make up entries when absent (posted on my website/complete at home and staple into notebook)








Purpose:


Prewrite/Gather Ideas


Discovery Drafts


Write Everyday


Collect ideas and practice writing modes, styles, and techniques


Explore Writing and Literature


Build a Writer’s Toolbox


Not a diary!


Find your own writing style and writing voice








